CLEMENCEAU
Schoelcher. In addition I had begun to write a state-
ment of all the facts, including those which preceded and
those which followed the i8th March : I spoke of my trips
to Bordeaux, M. Thiers'l promises. I wrote an account
of how I passed every minute of that day of the i8th March,
You will find the manuscript somewhere about. . , . It
shows exactly how the thing happened: the truth is that
if I had arrived a minute sooner they would have shot me
at the same time as the generals. It gave me at thirty an
excellent insight into the stupidity of public life to find
myself between two parties, both of whom sought my
death. Even that did not cure me. . , .
MYSELF : But do you believe that they still blame you
for Lecomte and Clement Thomas ?
CLEMENCEAU : I can tell you that I have a very peculiar
memory. I can remember distinctly that such and such
a thing has happened, but I only remember vaguely if it took
place before or after another event. I can still hear the
shouts of Baudry d'Asson2 and other such freaks demand-
ing my explanation of that business. But whether it
happened yesterday or twenty years ago I don't know.
. . . Store that batch of papers away and do whatever may
be required with them in future. My second crime is
this. . . . Do you know that we have lost Leblois 3 ?
MYSELF : I have heard it mentioned.
CLEMENCEAU : Yes ... he hardly gave the impression
of having been a blazing comet. Well, I was told several
times that Leblois was a fellow whom it was well to
be suspicious of. I must tell you that I have been
accused of taking part in some rather strange conspiracies.
. . . You know that I was charged with taking payment
for defending Dreyfus, Every time I have ever done
anything in my life they accuse me of having taken money
1 For all this see later, Chapter XXV.                  a A deputy.
3 The barrister.   Brother of the general.   He played an important part in the
Dreyfus affair.